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Developing Strategy

!ǎ .ŀƴƎƻǊ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ 
its strategy to be a leading research-led 
¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǝƻƴ 
for teaching and research, so too has the 
School of Ocean Sciences broadened its 
ǿƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ 
ǇǊƻŬƭŜ ōȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ƭƛƴƪǎΦ  hƴŜ 
ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛǎ .ǊŀȊƛƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
last 12 months has seen SOS strengthen its 
ƭƛƴƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ Ψ.wL/{Ω ƴŀǝƻƴΦ  

²ƘŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ .ǊŀȊƛƭ ǘƘŜȅ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ 
ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ /ŀǊƴƛǾŀƭΣ ǎŀƳōŀΣ ŦǳǘŜōƻƭ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ !ƳŀȊƻƴΣ ōǳǘ .ǊŀȊƛƭ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ 
coastline, varied coastal marine habitats, 
ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŀǉǳŀŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƻũǎƘƻǊŜ 
ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŜǎΦ  Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴΣ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ 
ǎŎƛŜƴǝǎǘǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜŘ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
.ǊŀȊƛƭƛŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ Ψ{ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 
.ƻǊŘŜǊǎΩ ό{ǿ.ύ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΦ  {ƻ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ 
ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ƻŦ ƳŀǊƛƴŜπǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ 
{h{ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴ .ǊŀȊƛƭΗ

Raising the Profile

2012 has been a year when SOS has 
ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘƭȅ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƛǘǎ ǇǊƻŬƭŜ ƛƴ .ǊŀȊƛƭ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǊŜŎƛǇǊƻŎŀƭ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ 
ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ {ǿ. 
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Research Vessel Janan

The School of Ocean Sciences has had a 
ƭƻƴƎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !Ǌŀōƛŀƴ DǳƭŦ ǊŜƎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
ƛƴ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊ vŀǘŀǊΦ   hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ōƻǘƘ 
ƻŎŜŀƴƻƎǊŀǇƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ōƛƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎ 
ŦǊƻƳ vŀǘŀǊ ƘŀǾŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ tƘ5ǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǎǘŀũ ƛƴ {h{Φ  hǳǊ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƴƻǿ 
ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ǎŜƴƛƻǊ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴǎ ƛƴ vŀǘŀǊ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊ-
sity and Government Agencies.  
¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭƛƴƪǎΣ 5Ǌ [Ŝǿƛǎ [Ŝ±ŀȅ Ƙŀǎ 
ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǝƻƴǎ 
ƛƴ vŀǘŀǊΣ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ƻƴ ƳŀƴƎǊƻǾŜ 
ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǝƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŎǳƭƳƛ-
ƴŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ 
ƳǳƭǝŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŀǊȅ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŜƴŎƻƳǇŀǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ vŀǘŀǊƛ 99½ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ƴŜǿ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǾŜǎǎŜƭ όw± Wŀƴŀƴύ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ 
ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǇƭŀǜƻǊƳΦ

{ǘŀũ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŬǊǎǘ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǘǊƛǇΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ǎŎŀƭŜ ŀǘ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘ ŀƴŘ 
benthic diversity and to 
ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǧŜǊƴǎ ǎŜŜƴ 
in the seabed habitats with 
ǿŀǘŜǊ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎΦ  
vǳƛǘŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ǿŀǎ 
ǎǇŜƴǘ ǘŜǎǝƴƎ 
ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ǳƴǘŜǎǘŜŘ ŜǉǳƛǇ-
ment aboard the vessel and 
ƛǊƻƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǘŜŜǘƘƛƴƎ 
ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎΦ  bŜǾŜǊǘƘŜƭŜǎǎ 
ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛǇ ǿŀǎ ǎŎƛŜƴǝŬŎŀƭƭȅ 
ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǝƴƎΦ  
¢ƘŜ ǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ ŜǉǳƛǇǇŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ƻũŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳ-





8

 

News from the SOS 
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Get on yer bike!
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The 

Final Ye a r Da r b y shir e Pri z e
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bƻǊǘƘ ²ŀƭŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛŘŜƴǝŬŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ŦƻǊ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŜƴ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ {ŜŎǘƻǊΦ  ¢ƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜƳŜƴ-
Řƻǳǎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎΣ ŀ DǊŜŜƴ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ /ŀǊŜŜǊǎ CŀƛǊ ǿŀǎ Ƨƻƛƴǘƭȅ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ 9ƛƭƛǊ aƻǊƎŀƴ ŀƴŘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ όŦǊƻƳ {h{ύΣ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊƛƴƎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦ

The aim of the fair was to raise awareness amongst 
ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƻǊΦ  Lǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇǎ ŦƻǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ 
{h{ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ 
ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǘƘŜȅ 
ŀǊŜ ƻōǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎΣ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ .ŀƴƎƻǊΣ 
ŀǊŜ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ƨƻōǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜŎǘƻǊΦ

¢ƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ {h{ !ƭǳƳƴƛ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΣ 
aƛŎƪ /ƻƻƪΣ όǎŜŜƴ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎύ ǿƘƻ ƴƻǘ 
ƻƴƭȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ƎŜǩƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ 
ŀ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƎŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǝƻƴŀƭ 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ŀ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ƻũǎƘƻǊŜΦ

hǘƘŜǊ !ƭǳƳƴƛ ŀƭǎƻ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ .ŀƴƎƻǊ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
ŀōƻǳǘ Ƨƻō ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΥ !ƴƴŀ CǳƭƻǇ όCǳƎǊƻ {ǳǊǾŜȅύ ŀƴŘ wƻƛ {ŀƴǘƻǎ 
όDŀǊŘƭƛƴŜ aŀƛƴŜ DŜƻǘŜŎƘƴƛŎǎύΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ 
ŦǊƻƳ {ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŀƴŘ /ŀƭŜ{ǳǊǾŜȅΦ

Written by Dei Huws

Gizza Job
News from the SOS
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¢ƘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ hŎŜŀƴ 
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SAVING THE INTERNET

2009 Map of the plethora of telephone  cables lying on the sea-bed around the world.

Aǎ ŀƴ hŎŜŀƴ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ 
ŦǊƻƳ мффрπмффуΣ L ƘŀŘ ŀ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ 

ŀǧŜƴǝƻƴ ǎǇŀƴΦ  L ǇŀƛŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŀǧŜƴǝƻƴ 
ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜǎ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǝƴƎΣ ǎǳŎƘ 
ŀǎ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ 5Ǌ όƴƻǿ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊύ WŀƳŜǎ 
{ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŀ 
ǘǳǊōƛŘƛǘȅ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘΣ ƻǊ Ƙƻǿ Ǝƛŀƴǘ ōƻǳƭŘŜǊǎ 
fall from icebergs as they slowly melt.  I 
ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ǿŀǎ ǎǳǊŜ 
ǿŜǊŜ ƻŦ ŦŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ ΨǊŜŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘΩ ōŜƴŜŬǘΣ 
ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ 
ƎŜǘ ŀ ƧƻōΦ

F
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Inspiration



18

Memories of a Rock-Knocker
.ŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ мфто ŀƴŘ мффо L ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎǎ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ wƻȅŀƭ 
bŀǾȅ ƻƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ aƻ5 ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘǎΦ  L ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ Ŏŀǎǳŀƭǘȅ ƻŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ Ŏǳǘǎ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ мффо 
ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ Ŏŀǎǘ ŀŘǊƛƊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǇŜƴ ƭŀōƻǳǊ ƳŀǊƪŜǘΦ  L ǘǊƛŜŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ Ƨƻōǎ ōǳǘ L ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǎǳƛǘŜŘ 
ǘƻ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ƴŜƎŀǝǾŜ ŀǩǘǳŘŜ ƻǊ ǳƴǎǳƛǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ 
ƛǎ ŀ ƳŀǧŜǊ ƻŦ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ Ŭƴŀƭ ǎǘǊŀǿ ŎŀƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ 
ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ŦƻƻŘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŦŀŎǘƻǊȅΦ  aȅ ǎƻƭŜ ǘŀǎƪ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ŎŀǊŘōƻŀǊŘ ƭƛŘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
Ŧƻƛƭ ǘǊŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǊŜŀŘȅπƳŀŘŜ ŀǇǇƭŜ ŎǊǳƳōƭŜ ǇǳŘŘƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿŜƭƭπƪƴƻǿƴ ǎǳǇŜǊ-
ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ŎƘŀƛƴΦ  L ǿŀǎ ǎǘŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀōȅǎǎΗ

! ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ōǳŘŘȅ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ǾƛŜǿ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ΨƳƛŘπƭƛŦŜ ŎǊƛǎƛǎΩΦ  L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ǳƴŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊ-
ǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀȅōŜ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƴǝǊŜƭȅ ŘƛǎǎƛƳƛƭŀǊΦ  !ƊŜǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 
ǿŜŜƪǎ ƻŦ ǎƻǳƭ ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ L ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿŀǎ ǘƻƻ ƻƭŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƴŜǿ ǘǊƛŎƪǎ ǎƻ L ŎƘƻǎŜ ŀ 
ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŜƴǝǊŜƭȅ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ aƻ5Φ  CƻǊ нл 
ȅŜŀǊǎ L ƘŀŘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƻƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǿŀǘŜǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǝǾŜƭȅ ǿƛŘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ 
ƻŦ ƻŎŜŀƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅΤ ǎƻ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǉǳŀƴǘǳƳ ƭŜŀǇ ǘƻ 
ƻǇŜƴ Ƴȅ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƻ ƻŎŜŀƴƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎΦ

aȅ Ƙƻōōȅ ǿŀǎ ǊƻŎƪπƪƴƻŎƪƛƴƎ ς ǎƻǊǊȅΣ ƎŜƻƭƻƎȅΦ  {ƻ L ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 
ŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƳŜƴǘƻǳǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ǌǳƴ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƻƳŜ όǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŦŜΩǎ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ 



19

Surf’s Up!
Ever since I can remember the ocean has 
ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΥ ǎǳǊŬƴƎΣ 
ŘƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǝƳŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜŀŎƘΦ  Lǘ 
ǿŀǎ ŀ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅ 
ǘƘƛǎ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǳǊǎǳƛǘ 
ŦƻǳƴŘ ƳŜ ŀǘ .ŀƴƎƻǊ ƛƴ мфтсΦ  aŀƴȅ ƻŦ Ƴȅ 
fondest memories can be associated with 
Ƴȅ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ Řŀȅǎ ŀƴŘΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅΣ ǿƛǘƘ 
aŜƴŀƛ .ǊƛŘƎŜΦ  L ǎǝƭƭ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǇǇƛŜǎǘ ŜǾŜǊΦ  L ƘŀŘ ŀ 
ƎƻƻŘ ƳŜƴǘƻǊ ƛƴ {ƛƴŎƭŀƛǊ .ǳŎƘŀƴΦ

{ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǝƳŜǎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ƘŀǾŜ 
ōŜŜƴ ŘƛǾƛƴƎ ƻƴ {ƘŜǊƪƛƴ LǎƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛƭƛƴƎ 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ tǊƛƴŎŜ aŀŘƻƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ LǊƛǎƘ {ŜŀΦ  L ǊŜ-
ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ƘŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƴŘƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ 
ƛƴ ¢ƘŜ !ƴƎƭŜǎŜȅ !ǊƳǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǿŀǎ 
ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŜŀǊǘƘ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
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In Memoriam
Lady Isobel Laing    

                                                  

Lady Isobel Laing in the Laing Laboratory 
on board the Prince Madog

Lady Isobel Laing, widow of Dr C B Lewis 
ŀƴŘ ƭŀǧŜǊƭȅΣ {ƛǊ YƛǊōȅ [ŀƛƴƎΣ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅ 
ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ŀƊŜǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нфǘƘ 
ƻŦ !ǇǊƛƭ нлмоΦ  [ŀŘȅ LǎƻōŜƭ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōŜƴŜŦŀŎ-
ǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŘŜƴǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻŦ 
Ocean Sciences and endowed the Kirby 
[ŀƛƴƎ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ Řŀȅ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ 
ŜƳƛƴŜƴǘ ǎŎƛŜƴǝǎǘǎ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ hŎŜŀƴ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜǎ 

.ǊƛŘƎŜ ǇƛŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎƘƛǇ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōǳȊȊ ƻŦ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅ 
and the Laings -- Sir Kirby, an engineer, 
ŀƴŘ [ŀŘȅ LǎƻōŜƭΣ ŀ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǎŎƛŜƴǝǎǘ ππ ǿŜǊŜ 
ŎŀǇǝǾŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŀƴŘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǎŎƛŜƴǝǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ ŎǊŜǿ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŀŘƛŜŘ 
ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ƴŜȄǘ ŎǊǳƛǎŜΦ  L ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ 
ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǎƘƛǇ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜōƭƻƻŘ ƻŦ hŎŜŀƴ 
Sciences and that SOS had recently made 
ŀ Wƻƛƴǘ LƴŦǊŀǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ όWLCύ ōƛŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴŜǿ 
ǎƘƛǇ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
ƻǳǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǎŜŀ ƎƻƛƴƎ hŎŜŀƴ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ 
ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦ  {ƘƻǊǘƭȅ ŀƊŜǊǿŀǊŘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ōƛŘ 
ǿŀǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭΦ  L ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ŀƛƴƎǎ ǘŜƭƭ-
ƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ 
ƛǘΦ  hǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƭǳŜΣ [ŀŘȅ LǎƻōŜƭ ƻũŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ 
ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǎƘƛǇΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ [ŀƛƴƎ ƭŀōƻǊŀǘƻǊȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴŜ ƭƻƴƎπƭŀǎǝƴƎ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻǳǇƭŜΦ  [ŀŘȅ LǎƻōŜƭ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŀŎƛƻǳǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ 
ǘƻ άǎǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƻǧƭŜέ όǿǊŀǇǇŜŘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ŀ 
ǇŀƛǊ ƻŦ ǝƎƘǘǎΗύ ŀƴŘ ŎƘǊƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ tǊƛƴŎŜ 
aŀŘƻƎΦ 
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Dario Savini (1990s)

I’m an alumnus from the 
Marine Environmental 

Protection MSc class of 
1999.  I’m now CEO of a 

company,  EDO-SISTEMI 
SRL,  that works on green 

wastewater technologies, an 
academic spin-off from the 
University of Pavia, where I 

am a Professor.  Ciao.

dario.savini@eco-sistemi.
org

Manuel Nicolaus  (2000s)

I graduated in 2006 with a BSC in 
Marine Biology/Zoology.  I have been 

working for over 5 years at Cefas.  
During this time I have carried out 
different offshore based surveys 
from fisheries stock assessment 
to nutrient and benthic surveys. 
Currently, I am more involved in 

Marine Data management,  working 
on the implementation of the Marine 

Strategy Framework Directive 
(MSFD) as a Marine Data Biologist.   

manuel_nicolaus@yahoo.com

I was one of the Physical Oceanography 
‘class of 84’ and have been fortunate to 
work in commercial  oceanography ever 

since --  predominantly in the oil and 
gas sector.  I have had the opportunity 
and privilege to travel extensively, and 
have worked on many major offshore 
and coastal projects.  My big interest 
is in ocean currents in deep water. For 
the past five years, I have been with 

BMT at their Fareham offices.

robin.stephens@bmtargoss.com

Robin Stephens 
(1980s)

I work for the Environment Agency in 
Exeter.  My wife, Margaret (Waite), 

also worked at Menai Bridge and that 
is, of course, where we met!  We have 
two sons, going on teenagers so life 
is still very hectic.  I have not been 

back to Menai Bridge for many years.  
My main memories are of the Prince 
Madog (the old one!) as zooplankton 
sampling/studies under Dave Jones 

were my main area of interest.

sherard.scrope-howe@environment-
agency.gov.




