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INTRODUCTION 

This report presents a snapshot of the gender, ethnicity, disability and age status of 
all Bangor University Students registered for the 2021/22 academic year. It aims to 
assist those working to maintain an inclusive university community, to better 
understand the main equality challenges for students and to direct future efforts to 
overcome them.  
 

The report compares Bangor University figures against the equivalent national 
statistics (where available), so that it may consider how the the diversity and 
inclusivity of the University student body benchmarks against the wider UK sector, 
whilst also referencing longer term trends in order to provide further context to the 
report, and to identify any emerging trends.
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Data on students’ gender is returned to HESA with the possible options of ‘Male’, ‘Female’ and ‘Other’. Due to the small 
number, and in 
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ETHNICITY 

The HESA student record only provides ethnicity data for UK domiciled students, because it is 
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UK Domiciled Students by Ethnicity and Level of Study 
 
Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic representation amongst all undergraduates is 8%, and a similar figure amongst 
postgraduates (9%).  Proportions are significantly higher for national figures, with 28% of all undergraduates 
identifying as Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic, compared with 23% of all postgraduates.   
 
Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic representation within postgraduates students at Bangor has increased by 2% 
since 2017/18, largely in line with increases across the UK sector.  There is a smaller increase within 
undergraduate students, with a 1% increase over the same period; this is out of line with sector trends, which 
have increased by 4%.   
 

 Ethnic Group Bangor UK sector 

All Students Black, Asian and 
Minority Ethnic 

8% 27% 

White 92% 73% 

Undergraduate Black, Asian and 
Minority Ethnic 

8% 28% 

White 92% 72% 

Postgraduate Black, Asian and 
Minority Ethnic 

9% 23% 

White 91% 77% 

 
 

UK Domiciled Students by Ethnicity 
 
8% of all UK domiciled Bangor University students identified as Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic in 2021/22.This 
has increased from 7% in 2017/18. 
 
UK figures show us that, in 2021/22, 98% of all UK domiciled students disclosed ethnicity information. Of those 
whose ethnicity information is known, 27% identified as Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic. This is 3% higher than 
2017/18.  Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic representation varied considerably by country; 31% in England, 10% 
in Wales, 10% in Scotland, and 4% in Northern Ireland. This largely follows the pattern for Bangor University, 
where Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic representation is highest in England (remaining around 12% over the last 
five years), and lower in Wales (remaining at around 4% over the last five years). 
 

Ethnic Group Bangor UK  

Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic 8% 27% 
 
 
When disaggregated in to the more detailed ethnic groups, significant disparities are evident between proportions 
at Bangor, and national figures, and this is particularly notable for students who identify as Asian, 3% in Bangor, 
compared tp 12% across the UK.  The proportion of white students at Bangor (92%) is considerably higher than 
the UK figure of 73%.   
 
The disaggregated numbers at Bangor are low, and therefore the following intersectional analysis will focus on 
the Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic group.    
 

Ethnic group (detailed) Bangor UK  

Asian 3% 12% 

Black 2% 8% 

Mixed / Other 3% 7% 
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UK Domiciled Students by Ethnicity and Subject Area 
 
Most Schools at Bangor’s has a percentage of UK domiciled students identifying as Black, Asian and Minority 
Ethnic which is within 5 percentage points of the University figure of 8%. The figure for the Business School 
however is significantly higher (+10%) than the University figure.  This pattern is also seen at the national level 
for this subject area, a significantly higher proportion of Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic students (34%) 
compared to the overall UK figure (27%)  
 

School % Black, Asian and 
Minority Ethnic 

Education
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AGE 

Data on students’ age on entry to their degree programme is returned to HESA.  This data enables us to categorise 
students into Young and Mature, as per HESA’s definitions.  Please note however that sector data is not made available 
for these age groups, and therefore benchmarking is not available.  These definitions vary depending on whether 
students are on undergraduate or postgraduate courses and are outlined below:   
 
Undergraduates:  

- Young: students aged below 21 at the start of the degree course 
- Mature: students aged 21 or over at the start of the degree course 

 
Postgraduates 

- Young: students aged below 25 at the start of the degree course 
- Mature: students aged 25 or over at the start of the degree course 

 

                 

34%

66%

Undergraduate students by age: 
Bangor

Mature Young

69%

31%

Postgraduate students by age: 
Bangor

Mature Young
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All Students by Age and Level of Study 
 
The age distribution at Bangor varies between each level of study in 2021/22, wth the proportions of mature 
students increasing at postgraduate level.  This general level of increase is to be expected, as students take time 
to progress through different levels of the higher education system.  
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UK Domiciled Students by Age and Ethnicity 
 
HESA focuses on ethnicity data for UK domiciled students only because it is only compulsory to collect ethnicity 
data for these students, and therefore this analysis is focused on UK domiciled students only.   
 
8% of all UK domiciled Mature students at Bangor identify as Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic, compared with 
9% of Young students.  The figures are very similar at undergraduate and postgraduate levels. 
   

Age  Ethnic group Bangor 

Mature 
Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic 8% 

White 92% 

Young 
Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic 9% 

White 91% 

 
 
 
 
 
All Students by Age and Subject Area  
 
There are variable trends apparent for 2021/22 when analysed by School.  Science based subjects tend to have 
the lowest proportions of Mature students overall.  Medical and Health Sciences have the highest figure, at 68%, 
and this is driven by the part-time nursing and healthcare courses that are available, and the strong recruitment 
from local areas.  The variable trends between different Schools have remained relat484.92 Tm
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STUDENT EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY 
Student Services, Neuadd Rathbone, 
College Rd., Bangor 
inclusive@bangor.ac.uk 

 


